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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . Asoftwarebuildingsupportsystemof building a software 
program by connecting a plurality of software components, 
said system comprising: 

an interface part that receives an instruction from an 
outside; and 

a composite component setting part that sets a plurality 
of software components, which are associated with each other, 
as a single composite component, on the basis of the instruction 
obtained by said interface part, 

2. The system according to claim 1, wherein said composite 
component setting part includes a terminal setting part for 
setting a terminal of the composite component, which is used 
for allowing the composite component to communicate with 
another external component. 

3 . The system according to claim 1, wherein said composite 
component setting part includes an attribute setting part 
for setting an inherent property of the composite component. 

4 . The system according to claim 1, wherein said interface 
part is adapted to display a plurality of software components 
as icons on a tool screen and to receive an operation for 
the icons as an instruction from the outside. 

5 . A software building support method of building a software 
program by connecting a plurality of software components, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

preparing a plurality of software components, which are 
associated with each other, on the basis of an instruction 
received from an outside; and 

setting saidplurality of software components as a single 
composite component on the basis of the instruction received 
from the outside. 

6 . The method according to claim 5, further comprising the 
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step of setting a terminal of the composite component, which 
is used for. allowing the composite component to communicate 
with another external component. 

7 , The method according to claim 5, further comprising the 
step of setting an inherent property of the composite component 
on the basis of the instruction received from the outside. 

8 . A computer readable recording mediiom having stored a 
software building support program of building a software 
program by connecting a plurality of software components, 
said program causing a computer to execute the procedures 
of: 

preparing a plurality of software components, which are 
associated with each other, on the basis of an instruction 
received from an outside; and 

setting saidplurality of software components as a single 
composite component on the basis of the instruction received 
from the outside. 

9. The recording medium according to claim 8, wherein said 
program further causes the computer to execute the procedure 
of setting a terminal of the composite component, which is 
used for allowing the composite component to communicate with 
another external component on the basis of the instruction 
received from the outside. 

10 . The recording medium according to claim 8, wherein said 
program further causes the computer to execute the procedure 
of setting an inherent property of the composite component 
on the basis of the instruction received from the outside. 

11. A computer readable recording medium having stored a 
composite component comprising a combination of a plurality 
of software components which are associated with each other, 
said composite component comprising: 

a terminal portion for setting a terminal for 
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coiniauni eating with another external component; 

a processing describing portion for describing a flow 
of processing between a plurality of software components; 
and 

an attribute value storing portion for storing therein 
an attribute value indicative of an inherent property of the 
plurality of software components. 



